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Younger Dryas cold interval (approx 10,5000-10,000 140 y.a.).
This cold and dry period saw the disappearence of Lthe open
woodland cower that had previously existed over much of
Europe, and its replacerment by dry steppe and steppe-tundra.
The sudden ending of the Younger Dryas around 10,000 14C
years ago marks the beginning of the Holocene interglacial.
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9,000-5,000 14C years ago; forest had by now returned to most of Europe
after the end of the cold Younger Dryas at 10 kyr. At 9 ka, howewver, the forest
cover was rather more open than at present with more herbaceous glades. By S
kyr the forest was closed, but with conifers mare abundant than at present in
eastern Europe.
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Meditn forest

Medtn Forest

FL000-5,000 14C ya.; warmer—-than-present climates allowed forest
to spread further north than at present.
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8,000 — 7,000 '4C years ago

- Medilarranean forest Recolonizing fome st mosaic

[ Mediterranean scrub B Montane forest
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5,000 4C years ago

- Mediterransan foras Recolonizing foresl mosaic
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Grasshands

Sawvanna (a few traas)
Scrub

Woodhand (opsn canopy)

B Tropical rainforest /
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