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The master key of the new science lay in
Vico’s decisive perception that so-called ‘primitive’
man, when properly assessed, reveals himself
not as childishly ignorant and barbaric, but as
instinctively and characteristically ‘poetic’ in
his response to the world, in that he possesses
an inherent ‘poetic wisdom’ (sapienza poetica)
which informs his responses to his
environment and casts them in the form of a
‘metaphysics’ of metaphor, symbol and myth.
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