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The Method of Doubt

The basic strategy of Descartes' method of doubt is to
defeata 2 skepticism on its own ground4a i e . Begin
by doubting the truth of everything—not only
the evidenceof the senses and the  more
extravagant < ki cultural S5 presuppositions =y
davwe, but even the fundamental process of reasoning
itself. If any particular truth about the world can survive
this extreme —~<&¥lskeptical challenge, then it must be
truly indubitable and therefore a perfectly certain
foundation for knowledge. The First Meditation, then, is
an extended exercise in learning to doubt everything that
anyone believes

1. Perceptual Hlusion (.S sy aa 4l
2. The Dream Problem 22a%) A<
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http://www.philosophypages.com/ph/desc.htm
http://www.philosophypages.com/dy/d9.htm#doubt
http://www.philosophypages.com/dy/s5.htm#skep
http://www.philosophypages.com/dy/e9.htm#evid

ati Gll.u'

1- Descartes defeats skepticism on its own ground .....

by doubting even any particular bit of sensory knowledge.

by doubting any mathematical knowledge.

C. by doubting the whole building of his beliefs and even the
process of reasoning itself.
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2-Descartes’ doubt is called an extreme skeptical
challenge because it ..............

a. extends even to any particular bit of sensory knowledge.
b. extends even to any mathematical knowledge.
c. extends even to the process of reasoning itself.

3-What was the subject of the first meditation?

a. doubting the existence of god.
b. doubting any thing any one believes in.
c. doubting the process of reasoning itself.

4- After Descartes' extreme doubt he discovers........
a. the existence of god.

b. a certain foundation of knowledge.
c. the existence of external world.
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http://www.philosophypages.com/dy/s5.htm#skep

1.Perceptual Illusion

Descartes noted that the testimony 3¢ of the
senses with respect to any particular judgment about
the external world may turn out to be mistaken.
Things are not always just as they seem at first
glance (or at first hearing, etc.) to be. But then,
Descartes argues, it is prudentissall (e never wholly
to trustss in the truth of what we perceive. In
ordinary life we adjust fordass sl <a<i  mistaken
perceptions by reference to correct perceptions. But
since we cannot be sure at first which cases are
veridical -22~ and which are not, it is possible to
doubt any particular bit of apparent_»Us sensory
knowledge.
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