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Clear And Distinct Perception R

There are very many people who in their entire lives
never perceive anything with sufficient accuracy to
enable them to make a judgment about it with certainty.
A perception that can serve as the basis for a certain and
indubitable judgment needs to be not merely clear but
also distinct. I call a perception ‘clear’ when it is present
and accessible to the attentive mind — just as we say that
we see something clearly when it is present to the eye’s
gaze and stimulates it with a sufficient degree of strength
and accessibility. I call a perception ‘distinct’ if, as well
as being clear, it is so sharply separated from all other
perceptions that it contains within itself only what is
Clear.
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To have a real science we must start from a certain, &
indubitable and unquestionable foundation .

A Saa e ST iy Gelad e o O Gaagy (A e Ll 0 &G (S

a8

B the whole edifice will be firm if its foundation was
certain .
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B Descartes' foundation was the "cogito".
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B because iam the one who is doubting | cannot doubt

my existing or | cannot doubt my existence while iam

doubting .which means that | cannot be a nonexistent

while lam doubting.
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In the cogito my awareness of myself, of thinking, and
of my existence are combined in such a way as to result
in an intuition a truth that cannot be doubted.
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@ the cogito was a paradigm for searching for other
cases of indubitable truths. Perhaps we can find in



other cases the same grounds for indubitable truth
which IS clear and distinct perception.

Lo 8 380 iy (3laa] (AT GVl e Gnll lad gl siaa &I (S
Syl umagwjgi'zgsiaé@gw‘y\ o s AT OV b ass
el s ) sl i) st KU B slina g (53 iall al gl
(Aad) aandls A Ll aaind Ay AB8s Jiay Co g san o<1 S i g

ol 5 7 sasll 52 Lad

LS Lalad aiia (Jac f.ui apparent)zu:'d\ palall 4 mual fl &l yay)
ol A operate upon i WY Ged) sl i Al LS sy

"clear" perception is that which is present and apparent
to an attentive mind, in the same way that we see objects
which are present to the regarding eye and operate upon

it .
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the "distinct” perception is that which is so precise and
different from all other objects that it contains within
itself nothing but what IS clear.
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1-which of the following is the right one :
a. | have a clear and distinct idea of myself as a thinking,
non-extended thing.

b. I have a clear and distinct idea of myself as a thinking,
non-existent thing.

c. | have a clear and distinct idea of myself as a thinking,
extended thing.

2-Descartes needs clear and distinct ideas to...............

a . enable him to create foundations of certainty for the
sciences.

b. enable him to create foundations of certainty for the
cogito.

c. enable him to create foundations of certainty for
philosophy.

3-For Descartes , a distinct perception is also a clear
perception ( true or false)



