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Berkeley on abstract ideas

1-As Berkeley correctly noticed, our experience is always of
concrete particulars. When I contemplate the idea of “triangle,”
the image that comes to mind is that of some determinate shape;
having the abstract image of a three-sided figure that is neither
equilateral nor isosceles nor scalene is simply impossible. It is
unnecessary, too: for purposes of geometrical reasoning, any
particular image can be used as a representative for all. (It is not
at all clear that even Locke would have disagreed with this
position.)
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2-But the consequence of Berkeley’s criticism is a theory of
meaning entirely different from Locke’s. General terms (or
words of any sort) need not signify ideas of their own, on
Berkeley’s view. Instead, they acquire meaning by a process of
association with particular experiences, which are in turn
associated with each other. But of course mere association (as
Locke himself had noted with respect to ideas) is not a reliable
guide to reality.
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Berkeley criticized Locke for what he considered as the
most harmful mistake which Locke committed i.e. the
belief that general terms signify abstract ideas.
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We cannot get a general idea of a triangle by abstracting

from particular ideas of this or that triangle. we cannot

have an idea of a triangle that is neither equilateral ,

isosceles nor scalene .we cannot have an idea of a quality

(e.g. extension or color )on its own separated from ideas
of other qualities .
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Only particular determinate things exist and any one of
them can be used as a representative for all .

st sl e BSAl A a5 et i B 4 IS )l die 400 5 il
BT

general ideas are as particular as the idea of any particular
object .

1-Berkeley asserts that existing and perceiving are one
and the same thing .( true or false )

2-Berkeley believed that there is no such thing as
material substance .( true or false )

3- Berkeley believed that mind-independent things do
not exist. .( true or false )



4-Esse est Percipi is the concept of-----=---

(a) Rene Descartes
(b) Locke
( ¢ ) George Berkeley

- i1s an empiricist who claimed that "To be
IS to be perceived"

(a) Berkeley
( b) Locke
(c) Hume



