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1- Translate into Arabic:
Switzerland: Government And Society
Constitutional framework

Switzerland’s constitution (modeled after that of the United States)
was adopted in 1848 and substantially revised in 1874. A
thoroughly revised constitution, approved by three-fifths of voters,
entered into force in 2000, though the changes were mainly
formal, with little alteration to the structure of Switzerland’s
government. Because the old constitution had become
immethodical and difficult to understand, the new constitution
coherently incorporated the multitude of amendments passed in
the previous 125 years. Switzerland’s constitution contains some
200 articles, which establish the rights and duties of the citizens
and of the governing bodies. It also created what has been termed
a consociational democracy, which attempts to maintain political
balance and stability, given the country’s linguistic and religious
diversity.
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The federal government supervises external and internal security,
transportation affairs, forestry, and water conservation. It also is
responsible for foreign policy and customs, the monetary system,
the military, and social insurance programs. It has the authority to
take steps to adjust the course of the economy and provide for
uniform administration of justice in the areas of criminal and civil
law.

Legislative power resides in the bicameral Federal Assembly,
comprising the National Council, with 200 deputies elected by a
system of proportional representation for four-year terms, and the
Council of States, in which each canton is represented by two
deputies and each demicanton by one deputy (46 deputies in total).
The executive branch is headed by the Federal Council, a seven-
member collegial board. The presidency of the Federal Council
rotates among the members annually, and each councillor presides
over a federal department. The governments of other countries
often have 20 or more ministers, and because of the Federal
Council’s increasing workload (domestic responsibilities coupled
with Switzerland’s burgeoning mnternational commitments), there
has been considerable debate about enlarging the Council or
adding another level of ministers between the Federal Council and
the Federal Assembly. However, Swiss voters, who would have to
approve this restructuring, are fairly cautious about making such
constitutional changes, especially those that might upset the very
subtle balance between the different language groups.

One of the unique aspects of Switzerland’s constitution is the
number of decisions it requires citizens to make through referenda
and initiatives. Sovereign power ultimately rests with the people,
who vote on proposed legislation several times a year at the
national level and often more frequently in the cantons; indeed,
Switzerland has held more than half of the world’s national
referenda. For example, in 1971 the constitution was amended by
national referendum to grant women the right to vote in federal
elections and to hold federal office, in 1991 the voting age in
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federal elections was reduced from 20 to 18 years, and in 2002
voters endorsed entry into the United Nations (UN). Referenda
must be held on constitutional matters and major international
treaties; voters may also call a referendum to challenge a law
passed by the Federal Assembly by obtaining 50,000 signatures
within 100 days of passage. For a referendum to pass, it must
receive an overall majority both of the national vote and in a
majority of the cantons. In addition to referenda, Swiss citizens
can call a national vote on any issue by collecting 100,000
signatures. The first such initiative was undertaken in 1893, when
voters decided against the wishes of the parliament and endorsed
the prohibition of the killing of animals according to Jewish
religious methods. More recently, voters have cast ballots on
whether to join the European Economic Area (rejected), eliminate
the Swiss army (rejected), reduce military spending (rejected),
conserve moorland (approved), restrict immigration from the EU
(approved), and adopt a universal basic income (rejected). The
Swiss model has provided citizens with a direct voice in their own
affairs that is without parallel in any other country, but it has
sometimes been criticized on various grounds: voter turnout is
often very low, averaging about two-fifths of the electorate; it
often makes the passage of important legislation difficult (e.g., the
parliament passed a law granting women the right to vote in 1959,
but voters did not approve the change at the federal level until 12
years later); and it raises the prospect that the rights of minority
groups can be undermined by a majority of the population, though
Swiss voters in practice have generally respected the rights of
minorities. The Swiss Confederation is divided into 26 cantons
(including six demicantons, or Halbkantone, which function as full
cantons), each of which has its own constitution and assembly.
The cantons exercise broad authority, possessing all powers not
specifically given to the federal government. Education and health
policies are largely determined at the cantonal level. While
historically several cantons had a Landsgemeinde, only Appenzell
Inner-Rhoden and Glarus maintain this traditional assembly
consisting of all the canton’s citizens that meets annually and
serves as the canton’s primary decision-making body.

L)l g A alay) dall) ad Al

A e (galal) ol g giil) LS8 Sl lgarony s 35 Bk oo s 4 5l ARl and b dadd (5 5Si5 oLy (8 daalodl

Lpadd ol dal e el g 4 jlianll s 4V s 4y gall) CVLal) paen S aa) jal) alasio) 5 Ll el all ioal Gk
A a3 jlasl) Eilas 5 Ay pall 3 el Alal ( pant 4 us




a.a'j:\ba\ﬂ aal (»ué LJJ
Gk 401 5 3 jlmall 5 4 alll g AAEN Y Laall wan 3 A jall 5 jliaally Cay jadl)
sl il 5 alal) Callsl Gaa

Lol T 9 &l ) Aal) i

The Swiss Confederation consists of some 3,000 communes,
which are responsible for public utilities and roads and, like the
cantons, are largely autonomous. Communes range in size from
Bagnes in Valais, with an area of 109 square miles (282 square
km), to Ponte Tresa in Ticino, with an area of 0.1 square mile (0.3
square km). They also vary considerably in population; many have
only several hundred residents, while the commune of Ziirich has
more than 350,000 residents. From the multiplicity of small
communal republics stem a special quality to each and,
paradoxically, a basis of national unity, for each citizen treasures
and supports the freedom of the commune, a shared conviction
that unites a citizen with the rest of the population in a way that
transcends differences of language and of party. It is the
communes rather than the country that grant Swiss citizenship.

The Swiss Civil Code of 1912 has furnished a model for the
administration of justice in many countries; indeed, parts of the
code have been adopted verbatim in other legal systems. The
difficult task of creating and preserving a uniform judicial system
within so diverse a national structure has produced a number of
great jurists and experts of international law. Each canton elects
and maintains its own magistracy for ordinary civil and criminal
trials. Supreme judicial power is vested in the Federal Supreme
Court (Bundesgericht), the seat of which is in Lausanne. Members
of the court are elected by the Federal Assembly to six-year terms.
Capital punishment was abolished—except under circumstances of
martial law, general mobilization, or war—by the unified federal
penal code of 1937.

All citizens at least age 18 are permitted to vote; however,
Switzerland has among the lowest levels of voter participation
among long-established democracies. From the 1950s into the
early 21st century, Switzerland’s government was formed by a
grand coalition of four parties—the Radical Democratic Party, the
Social Democratic Party, the Christian Democratic People’s Party,
and the Swiss People’s Party (Centre Democratic Union). These
parties have combined to retain comfortable majorities in the
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National Council (often winning more than four-fifths of the seats)
and generally have contributed all the members of the Council of
States. Members of the Federal Council, with its rotating
presidency, are selected with the intent of providing equitable
political, religious, and linguistic representation. Despite its long
tenure, the coalition was beset by increasing internal conflicts at
the end of the 20th century. The Swiss People’s Party, which had
held one seat on the Federal Council since the 1950s, adopted
positions that were considered by some to be antiforeigner and
anti-European; it became the largest party in the Federal Assembly
in 2003 and was awarded an additional seat on the Federal
Council. In 2007 the Swiss People’s Party withdrew from the
grand coalition. This end to nearly a half century of consensus
government was only temporary, however: a year later, a member
of the far-right party regained a seat on the Federal Council.

One of the unique aspects of Switzerland’s constitution is the
number of decisions it requires citizens to make through referenda
and initiatives. Sovereign power ultimately rests with the people,
who vote on proposed legislation several times a year at the
national level and often more frequently in the cantons; indeed,
Switzerland has held more than half of the world’s national
referenda. For example, in 1971 the constitution was amended by
national referendum to grant women the right to vote in federal
elections and to hold federal office, in 1991 the voting age in
federal elections was reduced from 20 to 18 years, and in 2002
voters endorsed entry into the United Nations (UN). Referenda
must be held on constitutional matters and major international
treaties; voters may also call a referendum to challenge a law
passed by the Federal Assembly by obtaining 50,000 signatures
within 100 days of passage. For a referendum to pass, it must
receive an overall majority both of the national vote and in a
majority of the cantons. In addition to referenda, Swiss citizens
can call a national vote on any issue by collecting 100,000
signatures. The first such initiative was undertaken in 1893, when
voters decided against the wishes of the parliament and endorsed
the prohibition of the killing of animals according to Jewish
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religious methods. More recently, voters have cast ballots on
whether to join the European Economic Area (rejected), eliminate
the Swiss army (rejected), reduce military spending (rejected),
conserve moorland (approved), restrict immigration from the EU
(approved), and adopt a universal basic income (rejected). The
Swiss model has provided citizens with a direct voice in their own
affairs that is without parallel in any other country, but it has
sometimes been criticized on various grounds: voter turnout is
often very low, averaging about two-fifths of the electorate; it
often makes the passage of important legislation difficult (e.g., the
parliament passed a law granting women the right to vote in 1959,
but voters did not approve the change at the federal level until 12
years later); and it raises the prospect that the rights of minority
groups can be undermined by a majority of the population, though
Swiss voters in practice have generally respected the rights of
minorities. The Swiss Confederation is divided into 26 cantons
(including six demicantons, or Halbkantone, which function as full
cantons), each of which has its own constitution and assembly.
The cantons exercise broad authority, possessing all powers not
specifically given to the federal government. Education and health
policies are largely determined at the cantonal level. While
historically several cantons had a Landsgemeinde, only Appenzell
Inner-Rhoden and Glarus maintain this traditional assembly
consisting of all the canton’s citizens that meets annually and
serves as the canton’s primary decision-making body.

The Swiss Confederation consists of some 3,000 communes,
which are responsible for public utilities and roads and, like the
cantons, are largely autonomous. Communes range in size from
Bagnes in Valais, with an area of 109 square miles (282 square
km), to Ponte Tresa in Ticino, with an area of 0.1 square mile (0.3
square km). They also vary considerably in population; many have
only several hundred residents, while the commune of Ziirich has
more than 350,000 residents. From the multiplicity of small
communal republics stem a special quality to each and,
paradoxically, a basis of national unity, for each citizen treasures
and supports the freedom of the commune, a shared conviction
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that unites a citizen with the rest of the population in a way that
transcends differences of language and of party. It is the
communes rather than the country that grant Swiss citizenship.

The Swiss Civil Code of 1912 has furnished a model for the
administration of justice in many countries; indeed, parts of the
code have been adopted verbatim in other legal systems. The
difficult task of creating and preserving a uniform judicial system
within so diverse a national structure has produced a number of
great jurists and experts of international law. Each canton elects
and maintains its own magistracy for ordinary civil and criminal
trials. Supreme judicial power is vested in the Federal Supreme
Court (Bundesgericht), the seat of which is in Lausanne. Members
of the court are elected by the Federal Assembly to six-year terms.
Capital punishment was abolished—except under circumstances of
martial law, general mobilization, or war—by the unified federal
penal code of 1937.

All citizens at least age 18 are permitted to vote; however,
Switzerland has among the lowest levels of voter participation
among long-established democracies. From the 1950s into the
early 21st century, Switzerland’s government was formed by a
grand coalition of four parties—the Radical Democratic Party, the
Social Democratic Party, the Christian Democratic People’s Party,
and the Swiss People’s Party (Centre Democratic Union). These
parties have combined to retain comfortable majorities in the
National Council (often winning more than four-fifths of the seats)
and generally have contributed all the members of the Council of
States. Members of the Federal Council, with its rotating
presidency, are selected with the intent of providing equitable
political, religious, and linguistic representation. Despite its long
tenure, the coalition was beset by increasing internal conflicts at
the end of the 20th century. The Swiss People’s Party, which had
held one seat on the Federal Council since the 1950s, adopted
positions that were considered by some to be antiforeigner and
anti-European; it became the largest party in the Federal Assembly
in 2003 and was awarded an additional seat on the Federal
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Council. In 2007 the Swiss People’s Party withdrew from the
grand coalition. This end to nearly a half century of consensus
government was only temporary, however: a year later, a member
of the far-right party regained a seat on the Federal Council.
Although denied voting rights at the federal level until the 1970s,
women are now fully engaged in politics and
regularly constitute about one-fifth of the representatives in the
Federal Assembly. Ruth Dreifuss was the first woman to serve as
president, holding the office in 1999.
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