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(1)Skepticism

Belief that some or all human knowledge is
impossible. Since even our best methods for learning
about the world sometimes fall short of perfect
certainty, skeptics argue, it is better to suspend belief
than to rely on the dubitable products of reason.

Questions oY) de gaadll 8 J Y1 J)gd) AL

a- What are skeptics' justification for their position ?



http://www.philosophypages.com/dy/k9.htm#know

b- what was a skeptic's way to evade the impossibility
of knowledge?

) de ganall & U Jlgud)

(2)1 think:; therefore | am

A statement by the seventeenth-century
French philosopher René Descartes. “I think; therefore 1
am” was the end of the search Descartes conducted for a
statement that could not be doubted. He found that he could
not doubt that he himself existed, as he was the one doing
the doubting in the first place. In Latin (the language in
which Descartes wrote), the phrase is “Cogito, ergo sum.”

Questions oYl Ae gaadl B SGN J) gl A

true or false

1- Descartes was a philosopher of the 18" century ?
2- . “I think; therefore I am” was the end of Descartes

search for certainty ?
3- Descartes can doubt his existence while he is

thinking?

oY) de ganddl & il J) )

(3)The Method of Doubt

The basic strategy of Descartes' method of
doubt is to defeat skepticism on its own ground.
Begin by doubting the truth of everything—not only
the evidence of the senses and the more extravagant
cultural presuppositions, but even the fundamental
process of reasoning itself. If any particular truth
about the world can survive this extreme skeptical



https://www.dictionary.com/browse/philosopher
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/Descartes,%20Ren
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/latin
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/phrase
http://www.philosophypages.com/ph/desc.htm
http://www.philosophypages.com/dy/d9.htm#doubt
http://www.philosophypages.com/dy/d9.htm#doubt
http://www.philosophypages.com/dy/s5.htm#skep
http://www.philosophypages.com/dy/e9.htm#evid

challenge, then it must be truly indubitable and
therefore a perfectly certain foundation for
knowledge. The First Meditation, then, is an
extended exercise in learning to doubt everything
that anyone believes

Questions oY) de gaaall (B N J)gud) AL

1- what was the subject of the first meditation?
2-descartes' plan was ................... ?
3- Descartes doubts the evidence ofthe ............... ?
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representationalism

Theory of perception according to which we
are aware of objects only through the mediation
of the ideas that represent
them. Descartes and Locke were both
representationalists

3l e saadl J oY) gl A8l

1- For Locke and Descartes, objects of perception are .......
2- Berkeley was an immaterialist ,for him objects of
perception are ..........

3- To represent in epistemology isto .............

) de geadl ) J)gud

What is his response to the threat of skepticism? ‘I
realized that it was necessary, once in the course of
my life, to demolish everything completely and start
again right from the foundations if | wanted to
establish anything at all in the sciences that was
stable’. Descartes’ response to the problem looks
paradoxical: it is not to turn his back on skepticism,
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but to embrace it. It is not to stop doubting, but
Instead to try to doubt everything: to refuse to accept
anything that it is possible to doubt. Why? Because
Descartes thinks that is the only way to discover
whether there is something that cannot be doubted.
If one has a house with rotten timber and shaky
foundations, the solution is to demolish it, and find

the foundations, and then rebuild from scratch.

3l de gaaall SN ) gud) AW

1- Descartes gave us a metaphor in this text .what is it ?
2- What did Descartes mean by " from Scratch "?
3- How did Descartes evade the threat of skepticism?

Al de ganall 8 G J)gud

Descartes points out that our senses deceive us with
respect to objects ‘which are very small or in the
distance’. This shows that at least sometimes, what is
sensed Is not as it appears to the senses. If you look
at a circular tower that is a long distance away, it
may look square. If you look at a straight stick half
submerged in water, it will look bent, because of the
refractive properties of the water. (This example is
discussed by Descartes in his responses to some
objections.) The conclusion of the thinker is that we
have reason for caution. ‘From time to time I have
found that the senses deceive, and it is prudent never
to trust completely those who have deceived us even
once’
Al de gaadll 8 CEN J)gad) A

1- Give atitle to this paragraph.

2- Descartes gave us two examples about the deceit of the

senses .explain one of them .
3- From these two examples Descartes taught us an important lesson
What was it ?
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