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Grammatical Structures 
 



 
A participle is a verb form that can be used as an 
adjective. 
 

There are two kinds of participles: present participles, 
which end in –ing, and past participles, which end in –d 
or –ed or are irregularly formed. 
 

1- Participles and Participial Phrases 



 A participial phrase is used as an adjective and 
consists of a participle and any complements or 
modifiers the participle has. 
 

 Disappointed with my performance, I asked my 
opponent for a rematch.  

 

EXAMPLE  



A gerund is a verb form ending in –ing that is used as a 
noun. Like other nouns, gerunds are used as subjects, 
predicate nominatives, direct objects, indirect objects, 
and objects of prepositions. 
 

2- The Gerund 



Writing requires patience. [subject] 

My hobby is writing. [predicate nominative] 

I enjoy writing. [direct object] 

 

EXAMPLES  



Underline the gerund in each of the following sentences. Then, 
identify the function of the gerund by writing above it one of 
these abbreviations: S for subject, PN for predicate nominative, DO 
for direct object, IO for indirect object, or OP for object of a 
preposition. 

1. My favorite pastime is stargazing. PN 
2. After Dad and I grew tired of shopping, we went to a 
movie. OP 
3. Do you enjoy fishing? DO 
 

EXERCISE 



An appositive is a noun or pronoun placed beside 
another noun or pronoun to identify or describe it. 

 

 An appositive phrase consists of an appositive and any 
modifiers it has. 
 

 

3- Appositives and Appositive 
Phrases 



The Greek author Homer is best known for his epic 
poems. 

 
I have read Homer’s Iliad, an epic poem about the 
Trojan War. 

 

EXAMPLES  



 pronoun she, somebody, one, who, that 

 determiner a, the, that, each, some 

 auxiliary (verb) can, may, will, have, be, do 

 conjunction and, that, in order that, if, though 

 preposition of, at, to, in spite of 

 There are also some more minor classes, such as the 
numerals (one, twenty-three, first) and the interjections 
(oh, ah, ouch). And there are some words that do not fit 
anywhere and should be treated individually, such as the 
negative not and the infinitive marker to (as in to say). 

 

Closed classes 
 of nouns 



Noun ( Paul, paper, speech, play) 

Adjective ( young, cheerful, dark, round) 

main verb (talk, become, like, play) 

adverb (carefully, firmly, confidentially) 

 

Open classes of nouns 


